
Abbot Beyne School

Our story continued



2

Since achieving Apple Distinguished Status in 2018, 
Abbot Beyne School has continued to build on success 
in the classroom and the way in which we work 
towards our core aims for mobile technology. This 
book will showcase some current examples of how 
we continue to innovate and transform learning 
across the curriculum. We fully recognise that we are 
on a journey where we will never reach our 
destination - as technology continues to evolve, we 
continue to adapt and take advantage to support 
learning and teaching.

Three Years of 
Progress 
2018-2021
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Our teachers have spent the last three years building 
on the success of our early iPad programme. This 
book will showcase some of their work and 
demonstrate the impact of the time and energy our 
teachers have invested in developing their practice.  

These examples will demonstrate impact in a number 
of key areas of classroom practice: 

- Modelling 

- Questioning 

- Feedback 

- Checking understanding 

They will also show how our teachers have been 
developing students’ independent learning, creativity 
and collaboration. 

These are the voices of our teachers on how they have 
redefined their roles and transformed learning…. 

Learning and 
Teaching  
Three Years of Progress
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The Communications Faculty has a history of strong 
results within the school and we take great pride in 
this.  We are always looking for ways to improve our 
classroom practice and continually adapt and 
improve our pedagogy in light of new research and 
information available.  The iPad has enabled us to 
broaden our pedagogical approach and take new 
and innovative approaches to learning and teaching. 

Low stakes testing is increasingly seen as a 
cornerstone of excellent learning.  With the iPad, we 
are able to test students and track their improvement 
much more easily.  The iPad also allows us to use 
tools that are more engaging for students and 
encourage independent thought and a desire to 
improve.   

English 
Communications Faculty

We use Socrative quizzes which are linked to 
the Showbie App where we set lessons.  After 
delivering a test, we can give instant feedback 
and give students opportunities to learn from 
their mistakes and make improvements 
immediately.  In the example above, the 
student can see his score, can see what he got 
right and has made corrections (the highlighted 
portion) to the question he got wrong. 
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We use a range of quiz apps such as 
Quizlet, Quickfire Spiral, Quizizz and 
Mentimeter that allow us to share 
students’ answers in real time on the 
board.  This ensures that all students 
are participating, allows teachers to 
celebrate students who are getting 
answers right, initiates discussion 
where there is more than one possible 
answer and addresses misconceptions 
there and then before moving on to 
the next stage of the lesson.  

We can use the iPads to share texts 
with the students which means they 
each get a personal copy that they 
can annotate and edit.  In the 
example to the right, the teacher has 
modelled annotating the first stanza 
of the poem.  Students then complete 
the rest independently before the 
teacher adds to them based on 
student feedback.  The teacher’s 
document can be uploaded.  As a 
result, the document can be revisited 
by all students for revision and 
students who may be absent still 
have access to teacher input. 

In this example, the Quickfire Spiral app shows all student responses 
simultaneously on the board for the class to see.
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Teachers can also write answers in 
real time on the board so that all 
students can help to craft the 
response, with the teacher framing 
and structuring those responses so 
that they can see how an answer 
should be constructed. 

Good quality feedback is essential to 
good learning and it is vital that 
students actively engage with that 
feedback.  The iPad has allowed us to 
offer feedback in a wider variety of 
ways. 

Teachers can annotate work 
completed on the iPad and students 
get a notification telling them that 
work has been looked at by their 
teacher. Alternatively, teachers can 
offer verbal feedback, even if the 
work is completed at home.  We have 
found that students are far more likely 
to engage with the feedback when it 
is delivered in this way. 
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We are always striving for our 
students to be more independent and 
to take ownership of their own 
learning: iPads provide a range of 
excellent opportunities for this. 

Research suggests that transforming 
learning from one form to another is a 
powerful memory aid. Changing 
words into images is one way of 
transforming students’ learning. 
We have used the iPad to create 
images to support the understanding 
of poems or stories that we have 
studied. Students can create images 
to match themes, ideas, content and 
metaphors in a poem/story and add 
voice overs of the words of the poem/
story or explanations of what the 
images show. In this way, students can 
independently create revision aids 
specific to them and can feel much 
more engaged in the poems being 
taught. 

Another way that we can make learning more independent is by 
‘flipping’ student learning. Students can use the iPad to 
independently research topics, ideas and views prior to learning 
about it in lesson. This enables students to have a greater 
confidence in a topic, opening them up to deeper learning and the 
ability to access more challenging materials. In some cases, it 
allows students to tailor their learning as they can research areas 
that interest them specifically and, as a result, personalise their 
learning experience. 

The iPad has allowed us to have greater opportunities for creativity 
in our subjects.  Students are able to present their ideas in a variety 
of more creative ways, allowing all students to thrive.

Student work produced using Soundscape
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The iPad gives Maths students at Abbot Beyne School 
the opportunity to access work independently. 
Our technology allows for us to use low-stakes 
quizzes to assess learning throughout the lesson and 
to easily track progress over time through these 
snapshots. These often consist of diagnostic questions 
which allow for instant feedback to address any 
misconceptions. 

Maths 
STEM Faculty

^ Year 9 vocabulary quiz taken two weeks 
apart  

Easy to spot common errors and address 
misconceptions immediately following a 
quiz. 
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Modelling worked solutions through 
Showbie allows for students to focus 
on watching the problem solving 
process rather than rushing to copy it 
down and it is instantly available to 
students on their iPads for them to 
refer to as often they need.  
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Homework for Key Stages 3 and 4 is 
easily accessed on Hegarty Maths, an 
online platform giving instant 
feedback to students and offering 
support through video tutorials. Part 
of homework for Key Stage 5 students 
is on drfrostmaths.com, or Integral. 
Students working independently, are 
able to ask for advice on problems 
they are working on and receive a 
quick response with a worked 
example, voice note or video 
explanation. Screen recordings have 
revolutionised feedback and have 
proved to be far superior in moving 
students’ learning forward than 
written feedback. These can be done 
for individual students or as whole 
class/group feedback. Their ease of 
use has had a positive impact on 
teacher workload. 

Video demonstrating use of integral

http://drfrostmaths.com
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We are a pilot school for ARC 
education, an app developed by a 
former teacher incorporating aspects 
from academic research. https://
www.arceducation.co.uk 

Video demonstrating use of ARC

https://www.arceducation.co.uk
https://www.arceducation.co.uk
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The Science department have embraced a wide 
range of changes to learning and teaching through 
the use of mobile technology. We have transformed 
our practice using: 

• Videoing practicals so students can replay to allow 
for more detailed analysis.  

• Stop motion to capture slow reactions and play 
them back to see what has been happening at a 
faster speed. 

• Showing close up practicals on Apple TV so the 
class can see on big screen rather than gathering 
round a desk. 

• Voice feedback, screen recordings - modelling and 
explanations - uploaded into Showbie for students 
to watch at their own pace. 

Both summative and formative assessment can be 
completed using the iPad. Socrative quizzes are used 
at the end of every lesson to give a summary of how 
students have demonstrated understanding of the 
learning objectives. This allows the teacher to use this 
information to plan for the next lesson and revisit any 
areas that the students have struggled with.  

Science 
STEM Faculty
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‘I have delivered all of my A-Level 
lessons this year using Explain 
Everything. This has allowed me to 
model how to answer questions and is 
especially useful with equations. I can 
move whatever I have on the screen 
to one side and annotate, draw or 
highlight to reinforce what I am saying 
to help the students with their 
understanding. ‘ 

Malesuada eleifend, tortor molestie, a a vel et. Mauris at suspendisse, 
neque aliquam faucibus.

Malesuada eleifend, tortor molestie, a a vel et. Mauris at suspendisse, 
neque aliquam faucibus.

Malesuada eleifend, tortor molestie, a a vel et. Mauris at suspendisse, 
neque aliquam faucibus.

Science 
Teacher case study 1
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PhET allows us to teach circuits in a 
new way. 

It allows us to visualise the electron 
flow in circuits and to interactively 
change variables to see the results. 
Using PhET in combination with 
building the actual circuits is so much 
better than just building circuits, 
students can use the interactive to 
plan, compare and understand what 
should happen. It focuses on 
understanding the concepts rather 
than playing and blindly building 
circuits without the understanding. 

The PhET interactive helps the 
students to understand and visualise 
the process. It also alleviates some of 
the fiddly problems of equipment that 
is not working correctly and removes 
some of the issues where student 
misconceptions can be reinforced due 
to varying resistance of different bulbs 
in the real world. 

Caption

Science 
Teacher case study 2
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Camera Burst and Book Creator 

Using the camera burst feature on the iPad 
camera, students have taken action shots of a 
skill (bowling in Cricket).  They have then 
created comic strip learning resources, 
demonstrating the teaching points of the skill to 
help others improve.  This allows the students 
to visually see their skills and demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of the process.  

Using the slow motion function on the iPad 
camera, allows students to analyse their own 
and others performance.  It allows an accurate 
breakdown of the performed skill, so that 
students get immediate independent feedback 
on their performance. 

PE 
Performance Faculty
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Using the Keynote app to create tactic 
boards for teaching and learning 
rules, positions, tactics and strategies 
within sports. The animation feature 
allows teachers and students to move 
icons on the board to visually 
demonstrate expectations.   

Students use the QR reader app 
in orienteering to navigate 
around a course.  It allows 
students to independently 
demonstrate their problem 
solving skills.
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In PE we have created sport related 
iBooks which allow students to be 
independent learners.  This enables 
the students to work on skills and 
knowledge in their own time and is a 
vital resource to encourage students 
to take ownership of their learning.  
Each book has embedded videos 
along with 
teaching points, 
assessment 
outcomes and 
homework. 

We use the PIC.COLLAGE app to compare 
and contrast students’ performance in sport.  
It allow them to take still photos and 
compare against a modelled example.  They 
then can annotate their pictures with analysis 
and areas for improvement.   
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Seneca learning is having a significant impact on 
student progress and attainment at Key Stage 4 and 
5. Students can easily access their Seneca 
assignments through their iPad any time and 
anywhere. Seneca provides students with an 
immersive learning environment that develops 
knowledge recall in a fun and interactive way through 
their iPad. Our geographers spoke extremely 
positively their experience of Seneca. They praised the 
instant feedback on assignments outlining their 
strengths and areas for further revision. All the tasks 
are contained within a single assignment, thus making 
it easier to navigate with the iPad. 'Our learning is 
chunked into small sections making it manageable'. 
Abbot Beyne School Geography department is one of 
the highest uses of Seneca learning nationally.  

Seneca has supported our geographers with 
assessment and exam preparation. Learning is linked 
to students personalised strengths and development 
areas. Geography teachers have an overview of class 
performance. Teachers re-assign sub topics if 
students fail to meet the assessment threshold. We 
have mapped the case studies taught in our 
geography classroom with the case studies on 
Seneca. 

Geography 
Social Studies Faculty
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Personal Learning Checklists and Online Geography 
Assessments 

Our geographers use their iPad to complete their 
personalised learning checklists (PLCs). PLCs have helped 
teaching staff to evaluate the impact of online learning 
during Covid restrictions.  

With the use of Google Forms our geographers have 
moved to online assessments. 

Year 11 - Changing Economic World 
https://forms.gle/C3od4rjNdRUxe28S7 

Year 10 - Urban Issues and Challenges: 
https://forms.gle/WCM57gPBvytGDUBF6 

Year 10 - Living World:  
https://forms.gle/upbmJcX55991Mjvz5

Graphical reports 
help to inform 
teacher planning 
and targeted 
interventions 

https://forms.gle/C3od4rjNdRUxe28S7
https://forms.gle/WCM57gPBvytGDUBF6
https://forms.gle/upbmJcX55991Mjvz5
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19HMgG4bKcxTzetUv8N89ZMnehgfpHecr2WZkNbJuKuk/edit
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The iPad has helped our geographers to connect with 
the places they are learning about. At their fingertips 
they have access to a wealth of digital maps, satellite 
photography and street views. Interactive maps help 
students to explore the physical and human 
environments, develop discussions and create enquiry 
questions. 

Popplet is helping our geographers to think critically and 
fully develop their thinking for a range of geographical 
themes. In our first lesson, we ask our geographers to 
explore how they are linked to places around the world 
‘How Global Are You?’.    

When our geographers are out and about conducting 
their fieldwork studies, the iPad always comes with us for 
the use of video recording data collection sites, such as 
traffic and pedestrian numbers. Data is entered into the 
iPad, which help to keep data in a single and safe 
location, ready to work on back in the classroom. 
Common apps we use to support fieldwork are: MySoil, 
Lux Meter, My Elevation, Measuring, Decibel 10, 
Compass, Camera and Voice Note Recorder.

Some of the Apps we use for 
mapping are:   
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In their first half term at the school, all Year 7 students 
work towards achieving their iPassport.  

The iPassport consists of a series of digital badges 
awarded for developing skills in using a range of 
features and functions of the iPad as well as critical 
skills such as researching effectively. E-safety is a 
major part of this award. 

The iPassport is supported by a digital book that 
contains a range of tasks, projects and assessments to 
assess the skills and knowledge of the students. 

The iPassport allows the students to demonstrate 
independence when learning how to use their iPad 
successfully. 

Skills of Success 
Year 7 curriculum 
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Students are taught how to use key 
workflow apps to support their 
learning. Showbie is the most 
important of these. All teachers set 
their lessons and homework through 
Showbie. It is essential that students 
understand how Showbie interacts 
with the other core workflow apps 
such as Keynote and Pages. 
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Students use the SketchBook app to 
digitise photos or images. These 
sketched images are then used to 
create characters to build 
presentations to present their work 
in engaging and creative ways. 

Clips is used to create informative 
presentations about a topic or 
theme. Students can use 
SketchBook and Clips together. 
They can add created characters to 
a Clips presentation. 

These apps allow students to 
demonstrate their learning and 
understanding and present their 
work in exciting, creative and 
engaging ways. There is a great 
emphasis on students choosing their 
own path through their learning.
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In the history department, we have been heavily 
influenced by educational research and how we can 
use the iPad to enhance this good practice.  

Socrative quizzes have been embedded in the history 
curriculum. Each topic has a knowledge organiser 
and quizzes are given at the start of every lesson to 
provide retrieval practice on key terms and concepts. 
Topics and concepts can easily be interleaved across 
the school year. This low stakes testing allows 
teachers to immediately identify misconceptions 
through the use of carefully crafted questions. 
Feedback is instant and the teacher can address 
whole class or individual misconceptions in the same 
lesson. 

Students then correct their work in response to that 
feedback. 

 

History 
Social Studies Faculty
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The music department has been a pioneer 
within the school in the use of digital text books. 
The whole music curriculum is now built around 
and delivered through these digital texts. The 
books contain 

-Resources for the unit 
-Assessment criteria 
-Musical theory  
-Differentiated tasks modelled by our music 

teachers in the form of pre-recorded videos 
-Composition exercises 
-Success criteria 
-Homework and key assessment materials 

The video demonstrations embedded in the books 
allow students to watch, practise and re-watch at 
their own pace.

Music 
Performance Faculty
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Garage Band in invaluable to the 
music department. It is used for: 

- learning, recording and composing 
melodies on the piano keyboard. 

-Playing in ensembles 
-Using the loop feature to sequence 

pre-exiting sounds when exploring 
different genres 

It allows pupils access to digital 
musical instruments at all times.

It allows pupils to record their work.

It allows pupils to explore pre-
existing loops and sequence them 
to create their own music. 
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The iPad has helped improve collaboration in drama 
lessons. Students work in groups to create ideas for a 
piece of drama in a ‘Responding to a Brief’. Using 
Padlet, each student has their own colour for their 
ideas. It means it is obvious where ideas have come 
from and when they write up their thoughts they know 
where contributions started from.

Drama 
Performance Faculty

Here, students are working 
independently on their ideas before 
sharing them with a group.
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Students use camera, video and 
iMovie to record ideas, key moments 
and improvisation work when devising 
their performance 

Year 9 used iMovie and the video 
camera to create a documentary 
drama called ‘On the Streets’. It was 
also used as a rehearsal and creative 
device to create the work. Students 
used spontaneous improvisation and 
recorded their work and then adapted 
and edited for their final piece. Year 8 
have used the camera to record key 
moments and look at how effective 
Freeze Frames communicate 
meaning. 
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Book Creator is used to create guides 
for students. They include writing 
prompts, exemplar work, text and 
reference material for students to use 
to support their learning. 
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The art department have made effective use of 
screen recordings and video demonstrations to 
support students learning. Teachers are able to record 
their explanations and modelling of skills and 
techniques. Students can watch, implement and 
practise at their own pace both inside and outside of 
the classroom. This has further developed the 
students’ skills of independent learning and given 
them a deeper connection with the delivered 
curriculum when working from home. 

Art 
Performance Faculty
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Schemes of learning have been 
adapted to include some elements of 
digital work. Digital illustration lessons 
enable students to work in different 
artists’ styles and create digital art. 
This is particularly useful when art is 
taught a non specialist classroom or 
where the students choose to produce 
their work in alternative medium. 
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